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an army from the West the capture of Jerusalem was
unlikely, and he worked energetically to encourage the
princes of Christendom to fight Islam and achieve the great
ambition. He was convinced that a Crusade could succeed
only if the soldiers who took part in the work were pious
and godly^ and he suggested that the loss of Jerusalem and
the wood of the true cross had been permitted by God as a
test of Christendom. The Christians, the Pope wrote, had
almost all been given up to the lusts of the flesh, and
Jerusalem and the true cross had been removed from their
keeping as a punishment* Such grave afflictions, however,
were not only a punishment—they were an opportunity,
Christ had, as it were, submitted Himself to crucifixion a
second time when He allowed the Saracens to occupy the Holy
City and seize the cross on which He had suffered; and He
had done so in order to open a way to salvation to His
followers, Why, it was asked, had Christ not overwhelmed
the infidels and taken Jerusalem and the true cross from
their custody? Innocent gave the explanation that Christ
wished to see c< if anyone would sorrow at His sorrows '* and
would fight for the recovery of His city and the relic which
He had hallowed with His blood.
Inspired by the Pope's vigorous appeals, Europe began to
feel again something of the old fervour for the holy war,*
and emissaries sent by Innocent throughout Christendom
found many lords willing to take the cross, Thibauit of
Champagne, Louis of Blois, Simon de Montfort, Baldwin
of Flanders and thousands of lesser lords and commoners
enrolled themselves for the Fourth Crusade* That Crusade,
which Innocent had hoped to see triumphantly sweeping all
before it on the way to the Holy City, never reached
Palestine. Three years were spent in preparation for what
the Pope intended to be the grandest and most glorious of
all the expeditions from the West, but his views were not
shared by the leaders of the expedition* They refused to

